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Green Guidelines and Policies

Old Policy:

Based on 2006 MA-CHPS**

Minimum sustainable 
requirements:

New Policy (March 2010):

Based on 2009 MA-CHPS & LEED-S

Additional 
Reimbursement:

963 CMR 2.00 section 2.04 
General Site and School 
Construction Standard

MA-CHPS “Verified” (40 pts new / 35 pts 
renovation)

or

LEED-S “Certified” (40 pts)*

30 – 33 points = 1.5%

34 points or greater = 2%

1.5% reimbursement no longer available

MA-CHPS “Leader” (50 pts new / 45 pts 
reno = 2.0%)

or

LEED-S “Silver” (50 pts) * = 2.0%
* Project using the LEED-S criteria must also achieve a 
minimum of five points in EA Credit 1 “Optimize Energy 
Performance” (with minimum energy cost savings of 20% 
for new and 16% for existing renovations

** applicable only for projects registered with 
CHPS prior to July 1, 2010
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Module 3 – Feasibility Study

Submit a preliminary MA-CHPS or LEED-S scorecard and 
a statement from the Designer including:

“ This is an acknowledgement that the _________ School 
District has identified a goal of ____% additional 
reimbursement from the MSBA High Efficiency Green 
School Program. As their Designer, I have submitted a 
completed __________ scorecard showing _____ 
attempted points, which will meet that goal.

The scope of work for this project will include the 
construction elements and performance tasks to achieve 
that goal, and all subsequent documents, including but not 
limited to, specifications, drawings and cost estimates will 
match the scope of work indicated in the submitted 
scorecard”.
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Module 4 – Schematic Design

MA-CHPS or LEED-S documents (for Districts 
attempting additional reimbursement from the Green 
Schools Program):

o Completed MA-CHPS / LEED-S scorecard from 
the Designer showing a description of each 
prerequisite and attempted credit to be included 
in the final design;

o Signed letter from the Designer identifying the 
level of MA-CHPS verification or LEED-S 
certification goals and the corresponding MSBA 
reimbursement goals of the District, including 
confirmation that the building specifications, 
drawings, and cost estimates provided include 
systems described in the MA-CHPS / LEED-S 
scorecard
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Module 8 – Completing the Project
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Module 8 – Completing the Project

Project Closeout
 By MSBA auditing department

 5% of submitted reimbursements withheld for final audit

 Review of all invoice for ineligible items

 Review of provisional reimbursement (CMR 1%, green 2%)
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Current Status – CHPS Tracking
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking

Average Green Reimbursement

$             1,037,769
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking

New / Add / Reno
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking

Project Phase
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking

Points Submitted 
on Green 
Scorecard

from SD / PSB
submittal
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking

Added conditional
Green 

Reimbursement 
Rate
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking

Estimated
Basis of Total

Facilities Grant
From TPB / 3011
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking

Added conditional
Green

Reimbursement
Amount in dollars
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking

Project
Registration Date
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking

Provisional
Review
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking

Final Review
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Three Milestones

1. Project Registration
 When – ASAP

 No later than execution of PFA

2. Submittal for Provisional Review
 When – Completion of CDs (preferably prior commencement of construction)

 No later than “Notice to Proceed”

3. Submittal for Final Review
 When – Within 90 days of substantial completion

 No later than final completion

 Required for closeout – Final Audit cannot be completed
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Current Status – MSBA Tracking



Questions?
Contact:

Steven Grossman
Chairman, State Treasurer

Massachusetts School Building Authority

www.MassSchoolBuildings.orgMarch 1, 2012

Karl Brown
617-720-4466
Karl.Brown@massschoolbuildings.org

John K. McCarthy
Executive Director


